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Session 17 
Yom Kippur – Waiting for the Calling 

September 27, 2020  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b7gqtGHxZLY&t=4s 

 
Shalom fellowship, welcome to the mountains of Judea.  We’re starting out the fellowship for 
the first time outside our House of Prayer, but very soon, we’re going to be going inside to 
broadcast from the New Year.  Here’s the news.  Do you see it?  Can you see it?  Our windows 
are in.  Our building is complete, right before the New Year, and I don’t know how things work 
at this farm, because there’s corona, there are lockdowns, I never know exactly when things are 
just going to fall in place, and right before Rosh Hashanah, we got our windows in our House of 
Prayer.  Our windows are complete, our structure is complete, there’s just like a spice cart 
falling out of the sky in order that we start our year right.  And so, for the first time, we’re going 
to be broadcasting, recording this message before Yom Kippur, right here in our House of 
Prayer.  Our windows are done, our structure is done, and an amazing story.   
 
One member from the fellowship has just committed, giving us a two thousand dollar gift 
before Yom Kippur, and with that money, we’re going to finally finish all of the electrical 
infrastructure that needs to go here and then very soon, this place will be lit up with light from 
Zion that hopefully will light up the world.  So, let me set this up here, right now and we’re 
going to begin our fellowship for the first time from our House of Prayer.  I just can’t believe it, 
we’re actually broadcasting from our House of Prayer in the mountains of King David all across 
the world and it’s happening right at the New Year, right before Yom Kippur.  It’s just so good to 
be broadcasting again.  I can’t believe we missed last week and this Rosh Hashanah is one that I 
will never forget. 
 
Israel is in the middle of another lockdown because of corona and I celebrated the holiday 
pretty much in this House of Prayer by myself, alone with my family on the mountain.  And I 
spent the heart of the day, you know, praying for the New Year, praying for every family in this 
fellowship, praying for our coming year, and on Rosh Hashanah, we crowned the King of the 
world.  It was Adam and Eve’s birthday and in essence, it’s a holiday for the whole world.  And 
I’ve never experienced such a deep, personal connection with over 30 countries before praying 
with each of the families of this fellowship for them on their behalf.  It’s really making God king 
over all nations. 
 
And somehow, alone on this mountain and this antenna that broadcasts now to the world, I felt 
like our prayers covered the entire world, just with the families that are with us together 
around the world.  It was just beautiful.  And Yom Kippur is upon us now and because the 
holiday is right there, I had to record this beforehand and we’re broadcasting it now.  But 
before this session, we didn’t meet last week, and I want to welcome the new members of this 
fellowship that are entering into the new year with us.  And I just want to share some of the 
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clarities that I had about this fellowship and why it has emerged in these times, as there is 
nothing like this anywhere on the planet today. 
 
And so, more and more people are hearing about this fellowship all the time, more people are 
joining us every week, and it’s like we are a group of believers from literally all around the 
world that somehow have been pulled to Judea and we’ve come together from such diverse 
religious backgrounds and upbring, and education, and languages.  This is a gather, first and 
foremost of just unconditional love.  Anyone that wants to come, welcome, baruch haba, 
b’shem Hashem, welcome to you in the Name of God.  I don’t know of a more diverse, religious 
group that’s meeting spiritually, regularly, actually manifesting the prophetic idea of a House of 
Prayer for all nations.  And the prophets of Israel foretold that as we approached the end of 
days, the righteous believers around the world were going to make a sharp turn towards the 
Land of Israel and seek to learn the ways of God from the Land of Israel in the ancient Judean 
tradition, which is the root of all western civilization.   
 
And so, there’s a unifying spirit that’s bringing us all together.  It is, in my opinion, the spirit of 
the Bible.  And it can be summarized as a desire to live in a relationship with the Creator and 
Master of the Universe.  And our goal every week, every Shabbat, in every holiday, is to invite 
God into our lives, to deepen our understanding of Scripture through Hebrew in order to 
develop our ability to live a guided life.  And when our goal is to live in relationship, our cultural, 
theological, educational backgrounds and differences, they’re not such a roadblock, because 
living a guided life, we become a brotherhood of man under the fatherhood of God.   
 
And by living a guided life, we start living a higher life.  We start to express ourselves more fully 
in the world and discover our personal destiny.  As we align our lives with the destiny of Israel 
that’s unfolding in our generation.  And so, as soon as that relationship becomes a religion, it’s 
over.  So this is, in some ways, a gathering where we sort of leave our religions behind and we 
come together in an attempt to connect to God in a relationship.  And Psalm 119 is such a 
beautiful Psalm, it says: 
 

 
 
Tamim is pure, wholehearted, without blemish.  Just sincere.  Happy are those whose ways are 
tamim, who are pure, who walk in the Torah of the Lord.  Now most English translations, like 
the King James Bible, they translate the word here as law, so it’s like happy are those who walk 
in the law of the Lord which is nice, but that’s just not what it says.  Torah means guide.  So it’s 
happy are those who walk in the guidance of Hashem.  Happy are those who are living in a 
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relationship with Him, who are being guided by Him.  The Torah is not a Bible, but the Torah is a 
verb.  The Torah is guiding him in his life. 
 
And in a relationship with the transcendent, guided by our hearts, aimed towards the ultimate 
good, when we choose to live that higher life, to walk in the light, to walk in His ways, we 
transform our lives, of a life of separation, of hardships, of tragedy into a life of connectedness, 
of meaning, of sustained joy, because we know that we’re on the right path.  And in this 
generation, we just have to step away from organized religion before we enter into this new 
era.  It’s not like the Messianic era is going to be of 50,000 denominations and all these 
different things.  It’s just a God consciousness that covers the world.   
 
And so, now we’re setting an example of what it is to try at least to achieve some type of God 
consciousness and bring it into our lives.  And a step into a relationship with the living God is 
the goal of living a higher life.  And in this final generation, the words of Amos that were 
transmitted here in these Judean mountains, they’re echoing around the world now.   
 
In Amos, chapter 8, verse 11: 
 

 
 
To hear the word of God, in some ways, that is the entire ultimate purpose of Yom Kippur – to 
really listen.  To hear the word of God, His calling in your life.  And we’re going to get back to 
this, but just keep that in the back of your mind as we set off on this journey because I told you 
the end at the beginning, and now we’re going to lay it out forward.  That really Yom Kippur is 
all about the experience of listening.  And so, let’s begin. 
 
Leading up to the new year, the sessions were oriented around exercising our choice.  We 
learned in Parashat Nitzavim, the Torah portion we read right before Rosh Hashanah, it’s like 
expressing our unique human ability of free will by inviting God into our lives.  That choice, 
inviting the infinite into our lives, it empowers us with the ability to take control of our lives 
amidst all of the chaos around us, and stop the chain reaction of the past and chart a new path 
into the coming year.   
 
On Rosh Hashanah, we stood, we rededicated ourselves to living a life powered by love, a life 
committed to my ideals and values and blow the shofar, making God the ultimate good, the 
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supreme ideal in my life.  And now, as we go into Yom Kippur, and eventually we make our way 
into Sukkot, all of these holidays, they’re not a religious ritual.  The rituals and laws are there to 
create an experience, it’s a process we’re supposed to go through –  from Elul to Rosh 
Hashanah to Yom Kippur and finally Sukkot.  So today’s session, we’re getting ready for Yom 
Kippur.  It’s literally coming to us in a matter of hours and so, we’re going to try to aim at the 
heart of the day and the essence of the experience.   
 
And so, what are we supposed to experience today?  What is the avodah?  What is the spiritual 
work?  What is the service of the day?  How do we make it relevant for our lives today?  So the 
ancient writings teach that our service of God can be divided into two branches, two categories, 
like overarching principles.  One is the love of God and one is Hashem, the fear, the awe of God.  
And categorizing like this is really useful.  Every aspect of our spiritual lives can be categorized 
into one of these two relational modes.  Avat Hashem – love and desire toward Hashem and 
yirat Hashem – fear and awe of Hashem. 
 
And, I want to do this good because I want to bring in light.  I have a desire because I want to be 
a part of God’s plan.  Because I want to be my best self.  I don’t just want to see His kingdom 
come, I want to help build it.  That’s right there, that’s love, that’s avat Hashem.  When we’re 
sort of acting from that emotional base there with that, on the other side, we have fear.  If I do 
this, I’m going to regret it.  I’m going to jeopardize my relationship with God.  I’m going to…I 
don’t want to betray myself, I don’t even want to go there because I might jeopardize my 
spiritual, my psychological well-being, right?  There’s that awe.  It’s a little bit fear and that’s 
totally legitimate and that’s a good thing to think. 
 
But here we are and we’ve mentioned this a lot of times.  Proverbs 9:10: 

 
 
So the beginning of wisdom is the fear of God, the shofar of Rosh Hashanah, Yom Teruah, is a 
day that’s associated with beginnings, it’s the new year.  And it’s also associated with yirah, 
with reverence, with fear, with g’vorah, with discipline.  The all of Hashem, making him King.   
And we stand before the King and we crown Him king over the world.  We look up at the King, 
we stand before the transcendent and commit ourselves to live beyond ourselves.  And while 
Rosh Hashanah is a holiday of reverence, Yom Kippur is a day of pure love.  Rosh Hashanah, we 
stand before the King, we sound the shofar.  On Yom Kippur, we stand before the King who 
happens to also be our loving Father.  So as we blow the shofar of tshuva, we are already in His 
hugging embrace.  And that is obviously fundamentally different energy in the day.   
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In some ways, it’s a day we can just let go.  Just like fall into the loving hands of God and know 
that He will catch us.  And a good way to see it, is like Yom Kippur is the day our souls have the 
potential to be most energized with love and desire.  Yom Kippur is the final process of tshuva.  
It’s the final process of realigning us with who we’re meant to be in the world.  And the goal of 
tshuva is to do it from a place of love, from a place of desire, from a place of passion.  On Yom 
Kippur, the day itself offers us this amazing opportunity in time.  An ability to tap into the 
power of love and the power of desire.  
 
And so, let’s just unpack that for a second.  The Torah, like we said, it’s not a religion.  Abraham 
didn’t have a religion.  He was learning and teaching how to walk with God, how to live in 
harmony with creation and in relationship with the Creator.  When the sages of Israel say, we 
can divide up our service of God into two categories, what they’re saying is that you can divide 
your life choices into these two categories.  The Biblical path, it’s not rituals or commandments 
that are sprinkled into life.  It’s like a way to live.  There’s no separation between church and 
state in our personal lives.   And whenever we do or whatever we do, it’s our service of God.  
Whatever your job, whenever you’re with your family, whenever you’re on vacation.  Your life 
is your work of art.  And the masterpiece you create is your prayer.  It’s all interconnected.  It’s 
all one.   
 
So, if we analyze the decisions that we make, they stem from either one or two emotions.  
Either we’re going to choose to live life from a place of fear or to choose life from a place of 
desire.  A lot of times we sort of operate from both and that’s not bad.  It’s good to sort of put 
heaven and hell above us.  I have a dear friend who really struggles with his diet and at this 
point, it’s already getting dangerous.  He’s not young anymore and he’s seriously overweight.  
And he has diabetes in his family and you know, I think it’s good, well listen, stay away from the 
cheesecake today and you know you’ll feel better and if you keep this diet, you’ll even start to 
look better and that’s motivating.  But…you know what might be more motivating?  It’s like, in 
three from now, if I don’t stop what I’m doing right now, I might end up with diabetes and if I 
keep on abusing my body, I might end up with doctors cutting off my limbs.  Keeping that in 
mind might help you stay away from the cheesecake.   
 
And so, that’s the abstracted idea of heaven and hell.  And so, it’s like, we want a desire for the 
good, but we really, really want to stay away from the bad.  And here’s the secret – if you want 
to be great in the world, and all of us deep down, want to be great parents, want to be great 
husbands and wives, want to be great people in the world.  If you want to be a bodybuilder, you 
want to be a soldier, a navy seal, you want to be the best you can be, the only way to succeed 
at that level is to be driven by love and desire.  If you want to give it your all and be the best 
you can be to your family, fear just isn’t enough.  If you want to invest your totality into your 
mission, you need to be blessed with a fire, with a desire.   
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And Yom Kippur is the most extreme day of the year.  It’s the day we leave our physical 
existence behind for one day and we live like spiritual bodybuilders.  And so we’re all in the 
process of starting this new year and this is a good way to sort of see the laws of Yom Kippur.  
They’re in place to trigger a certain seriousness.  Get our bodies out of the way, get our minds 
and spirits primed for the experience.  It’s like we’re releasing an arrow from our bow.  We 
want to make sure we’re aiming it in the right direction, and they’re being powered and 
directed with the right emotions.  And so, when you make a decision and you make it from a 
place of narrowness, a place of insecurity, of fear, you make a decision when you’re confident, 
when you’re passionate, when you’re filled with love.  Those two choices will take you to totally 
different places.  And so, before we start the year, before we actually start our spiritual lives, 
we want to make sure that we feel that spiritual desire.   
 
And so, how do we do it?  We tap directly into our higher desire.  And the first thing we have to 
do is just get out of the way.  And so that’s what the laws of Yom Kippur really designed for.  
First get ourselves out of the way.  Get our body out of the way, so our soul, the life force in us 
that’s beyond our physical, has room to really express itself, has room to grow, has room to like 
expand.  And so, let’s look at the Scripture really quickly that gives us the guidance about Yom 
Kippur from the Torah.  Leviticus 23:27-28: 
 

 
 
You shall afflict yourselves.  That’s pretty vague from the Torah itself, it’s almost impossible to 
know exactly what it’s commanding us to do.  What does that mean – to afflict myself?  So, on 
Yom Kippur, we want to get ourselves out of the way to let in as much light as possible.  And so, 
the Judean tradition, there’s five basic rules that were practiced in ancient times, and that 
continued to be a practice on Yom Kippur until today.  And if you pay attention to the common 
thread, they are the laws that are guiding us to get our bodies out of the way.  It’s like thou 
shalt not’s, and so, let’s put it up on the screen: 
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It’s like five rules, like all of the stuff that we really care for our bodies.  We nourish our bodies, 
all of that around that…we’re putting that aside for one day.  We’re not doing any of those 
things.  The comfort of leather shoes, the oils, the perfumes, all of those laws are there because 
those really like, they give pleasure to our body.  They sustain our body.  They’re focused on our 
body.  We’re just taking all of that right now and moving it to the side.  There are three positive 
commandments that are given right around Yom Kippur as well. 
 
Teshuva, these are the things you should do.  Those thou shall’s.  Teshuva/repentance, 
tefila/prayer, and tzedakah/charity.  It’s one day of the year we leave this world behind.  We let 
go of our bodily pleasures, we let go of our money in an act of tzdaka and we just focus on 
realignment and on our relationship.  And for a day, it’s like we join the angels and live the 
spiritual.  We get our bodies out of the way so we can make space to let our souls shine.  It’s 
like food nourishes the body, the mitzvot here are like food that are meant to nourish our soul.  
So really the goal here is to amplify our soul.  And that makes sense.  This is the holiest day of 
the year.  Let’s really get our souls to come out. 
 
And so here’s the question.  So now, what now?  Our souls are out, our souls are expressed.  
We suppress our lower self to amplify our higher self and that makes sense.  But the most 
important question now is, now that we’ve suppressed our bodies and amplified our souls, 
what do we do now?  And the answer is, we complete what we started on Rosh Hashanah.  And 
here’s the key.  Let’s bring that pasuk (verse) up again: 
 

  
 
So the fear and reverence of Hashem is the word yirah.  And that word is interconnected, awe, 
fear, and seeing, are almost the same exact word.  They come from the same root: 
 

 
 
Somehow, it’s like the reverence of God is very much connected to our vision.  And that’s what 
we talked about on Rosh Hashanah through our discipline, through our Hebrew, we set out our 
sights on the target.  We act in tshuva to realign ourselves with the vision of who we could be.  
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It was so much about our vision on Rosh Hashanah.  We are in a discipline of vision.  On Yom 
Kippur, we are in love and we’re listening.  So let me explain.  On Rosh Hashanah, we work to 
categorize our life, we aim, we prioritize.  In the language of the ancients, it’s like we’re doing 
everything we can.  It’s like we are awakening ourselves from above.  We somehow ignite an 
awakening by trying our best to figure it out.  We light a fire that burns towards the heaven.   
 
On Yom Kippur, It’s like a day entirely out of our hands.  It’s an awakening from above.  It’s the 
day that we get ourselves out of the way and just allow Hashem to send His fire, His desire from 
heaven, His life from above, down to us.  The light purifies us, it cleanses us from our own 
darkness and hopefully, it ignites a desire that calls us to Him.  And there is no day where the 
reception is so clear, where He is more approachable, where His Presence is more accessible, 
where His calling is more audible.  When our soul is amplified, the goal on Yom Kippur is to 
actually listen.  But it's not really listen with our ears, it’s listen with our hearts, where our 
hearts are directing us, where our soul is directing us.   
 
And there is something that I tell my, you know, my older kids.  You know, they’re all interested 
now in making money.  They want to mow my lawn, and they want to go do this and they’re 
always kind of trying to figure out how to make money in the world.  And I said, listen, you 
know, there’s levels of living.  You can have a job, and that’s like one level.  It’s kind of like an 
odd job.  You can mow the lawn, you can go work at a restaurant as a waiter, you can kind of 
have a job here, have a job there.   
 
Then maybe there’s a more sophisticated approach.  You can have a career where you’re really 
building a skill set.  You’re like learning how to become a plumber, you’re learning that idea, 
you’re learning the craft, you’re learning to be a lawyer, you’re gaining more and more 
experience.  You have a career.  But if you really want to be fully alive, you have to have a 
calling.  You need to be able to hear your calling.  Whatever career you choose, it’s only there 
to serve your calling.  The calling is an inner drive, powered by love and desire.   
 
The calling is expressed in the ancient ways on Yom Kippur by the final act of the High Priest in 
the Temple.  He goes into the Temple, he goes into the ritual bath, he changes his clothes, he 
sacrifices, he brings incense into the Holy of Holies, a whole process is happening here 
throughout the holy days.  And then he comes out and he meets the nation.  And what does he 
do?  He lets them all listen.  He comes out and he says the Name of God, the explicit Name of 
God before the whole nation.  That is the climax of the day.  Hearing the High Priest call out 
Hashem’s Name is the climax.  Hearing His Name in my life is meant to be expressing, hearing 
His calling in my life.  A calling that can only come from a positive place of tshuva, a place of 
confidence, of happiness, of love, of desire.   
 
You know, some people, they see Yom Kippur from the outside and they’re like…afflict 
yourselves, that looks like, that’s a sad day.  That’s associated with some sort of punishment.  
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We’re punishing ourselves for our sin.  Just so you know, there could be nothing farther from 
the truth.  In the Judean tradition, Yom Kippur is arguably the happiest day of the year.  It’s like 
Jews, we’re just backwards, we’re like afflicting ourselves and we’re starving and we’re hungry 
and we’re thirsty and that is our highest, happiest time.   
 
In Yeshiva, we woke up at sunrise, and we literally danced and sang the entire day until the 
stars came out.  I mean people that only know Yom Kippur from the outside by its name, the 
Day of Atonement, have no idea that it’s the happiest day in the calendar.  And here it is, this is 
the greatest Jewish secret.  On Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, if we really do tshuva right, 
we really choose to life, life powered by love.  All of our sins are transformed into mitzvoth. 
Your mistakes, and your failures actually become your successes.  I mean, what would be 
counted against you in a court of law, is now seen as a victory, in your favor.  We get like a 
medal of honor, that’s like what?  That’s the truth.  Here’s the deal.  If that’s true, it’s time to 
dance.  I mean, it’s time to love life, it’s time to love the One who gave me this life.  Everything 
is for the good as long as we’re on our journey towards Tzion, towards our target, towards Zion, 
Jerusalem.  If we stay aligned in what we’re meant to be doing, if we’re actually hearing our 
calling, every failure along the way is a step towards success.   
 
I mean, everyone has been burned in the past.  Everyone makes mistakes, and on Yom Kippur, 
you have the chance to be called towards the Kingdom and the mistakes along the way are just 
an integral part of the journey.  You know some people see the world very literally.  It’s like, 
well, over our lives, we do some good and we do some bad and well, I really hope that the good 
out does the bad.  That’s just not the Divine reality.  There is an ancient idea that tshuva was 
created before the world.  Before let there be light, tshuva already existed, even before that.   
 
And what that means is that tshuva is beyond time, it’s like, when you return to God, you 
return to yourself.  When you do that, with love and desire in your heart and you’re like actually 
right back on your path?  The life decisions in the present have the power to like transform the 
past, literally.  Beyond time.  And our mistakes become our life.  They become our life lessons 
that without them, we would not be who we are.  And like today, that’s like, oh, that makes a 
lot of sense.   
 
That was a revolutionary idea in the times of the Temple.  The Jews could not believe it, that 
our present actually transforms our past.  It’s like our mistakes and failures, that are like fires 
that are in our past.  They burnt us, but confronting our failures, admitting our failures, while 
committing ourselves to the ultimate good, instead of being burned by the fire, it’s like we 
become a fire wielder.  It’s like, ok, I made that mistake.  I’m going to grow from that.  I’m going 
to learn from that.  It’s like what you are actually made of, what informs you, what grows you, 
is your encounter with what is beyond your limit.  It’s like you are gown by your failures 
because you’ve gone beyond your limit now and crash.  But it’s like, ok, now I know where my 
limits are.  It’s like every time you fail, you’ve gone beyond, and somehow your spiritual life 
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force feels overpowered by your physical life force.  It’s like that encounter informs you, it 
grows you and now you know where you are.  You only know who you are when you’ve been 
pushed to the limit.  And the fact you were pushed beyond your limit and you failed, it’s ok.  
Now you know, dust yourself off, and it’s time to like march on toward Jerusalem. 
 
And so, you know, that’s like the promise.  If you’ve made a covenant with God, you’ve made a 
commitment to live a life dedicated to walking in the light, to spreading the light.  If you fail, 
ultimately that failure is a part of your building process.  In some ways, without that fault, you 
wouldn’t know who you are.  In a very real way, you wouldn’t be who you are.  That’s why your 
sins, they’re not just erased, they’re not just like covered up.  If you stay committed, your 
mistakes they are your success, because with that fall you continue to journey.   
 
And you know it’s like one day, we have like this idea of the High Priest in the Temple and today 
the Jewish people, we read the story of Jonah and the whale on Yom Kippur.  And that’s the 
prophetic story of the day.  And somehow, the essence of Yom Kippur is expressed in the epic 
story of Jonah and the whale.  And we can now already, like, we can already kind of string it 
together now.  Jonah hears a calling, but runs away.  It’s like, I just, I just can’t do it.  I don’t 
want to do it, I want out of here.  And he fails and man, if you don’t follow your calling and you 
run away from the light, you’re going to end up in the darkness.  And he ends up in the bottom 
of the ocean that represents just being engulfed in chaos and misery. 
 
And it’s not only that, he’s in the bottom of the ocean, the belly of a whale which is like just 
total despair.  It’s like, how the heck do I get out of this?  And from that place of just chaos and 
despair, because he didn’t follow his calling.  From that place, he calls out to God and realigns 
himself.  And from the depths, he reaches out beyond himself and he emerges from the ocean 
stronger than ever.  He emerges as the most successful prophet in the Bible.  There’s no 
prophet that failed worse than him.  And there’s no prophet that was as successful as him.  All 
the other prophets, they weren’t very good at telling the Jewish people to return.  We just 
didn’t listen.  Jonah, he goes out there and he knocks it out of the park.  All of Nineveh, they 
actually returned to God.  And it only happened after he failed.  Who knows?  Maybe if he 
would have just gone straight to Nineveh, maybe he wouldn’t have been successful.  I think 
that’s the key of the story here.   
 
First, it’s folks, you’ve got to listen to the calling.  And if you don’t, you just might end up at the 
bottom of the ocean, in the belly of a whale.  But even if you fail, you can just reach beyond 
yourself, realign yourself, and you will emerge stronger, the most successful, the best person 
you can be.  It’s like you know, I’ve never met a single person that doesn’t struggle in this world.  
Struggling making a living and struggling raising kids and raising grandkids, and dealing with the 
uncertainty and corona, and just like life is a struggle.  And it doesn’t matter how much money 
you make or how many kids you have or you don’t have, the world just is designed to push us 
all to our limits.   
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And by the grace of God, we are given the inspiration, the spirit and the strength to keep 
fighting, to keep trying our best, to keep striving.  And Yom Kippur is the day that we like, we 
can actually get filled with that energy again.  Because all of us crash and burn, all of us burn 
out, all of us fail and all of us fall sometimes.  But look at what King Solomon says here: 
 

 
 
The Biblical idea of a righteous person is not someone who doesn’t sin or doesn’t fail, but 
someone who falls over and over and over, but keeps getting up.  That is the essence of Yom 
Kippur.  The righteous man isn’t pictured as this sinless man that has done nothing wrong.  
Everyone falls, everyone makes mistakes.  But connected to God, the righteous man rises up 
again and rises up again.  And so now, as we’ve already talked about the righteous man, I want 
to invite our righteous man into the table to give us some Torah for Yom Kippur.  So, Ari 
Abramowitz, I’m going to take a short break here as we are almost entering now into the 
essence of the day and we’re going to hear from Ari his thoughts on Yom Kippur. 
 
Ari 
Shalom my friends.  We’re on the cusp of entering Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, or as my 
rabbi once pronounced it – At-one-ment.  It’s a sacred sanctuary in time, a day which offers 
such a unique and precious spiritual opportunity to be at one with God, with each other and of 
course, with ourselves.  And even the thought of squandering such a gift can cause many of us 
to feel quite a bit of nervousness and anxiety.  And indeed these are times which lend 
themselves to nervousness and anxiety.  Here in Israel as in much of the rest of the world, 
Corona is spreading like wildfire.  And the government is imposing shutdowns and closures.  
Even more restrictive than the ones first enacted when the plague first erupted.   
 
So America seems embroiled in a war over its foundational values and identity with upcoming 
elections that promise to bring turbulence and riots and unrest that are possibly unique in 
American history.  The whole world feels different, disoriented, it feels confusing.  And with 
these extreme levels of unpredictability, there’s not pre-existing template of how things are 
supposed to look.   
 
So, I want to share with all of you my experience on Rosh Hashanah and why I hope it will 
powerfully affect not only my Yom Kippur, but the entire year to come.  And please God, will 
inspire you as well.  So leading up to Rosh Hashanah, I tried to be very focused and intentional 
in my spiritual preparation to think through not only, what’s the universal service of this holy 
day, but my own personal work, which is unique to me and my own personal growth as to best 
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internalize the mission of the day.  So with all the complexities of our world, I tried to keep it 
simple this time.   
 
What do we do on Rosh Hashanah?  We coronate Hashem as King, we coordinate God as King.  
Now God doesn’t need our coronation, He’s the Creator of heaven and earth and the 
orchestrator of everything, whether we recognize it or not.  But on Rosh Hashanah, we 
recognize this truth in our consciousness and in our experience and in our actions.  But what 
would that look like for me this year?  How have I been falling short and declaring God the King 
of the world in my own life?  These were the questions I was asking myself and the more I 
reflected on this leading up to Rosh Hashanah, I realized that I have been harboring too many 
regrets, looking back at too many mistakes I made and wishing that they never happened.   
 
And I reflected on the teaching of our sages which means the evil are full of regrets and after 
much reflection, I believe that means that one is evil, not because they have done regrettable 
things, because we all have, but because they allow themselves to harbor the emotion of regret 
and to look back, wishing that things happened differently.  You see, if I truly believed Hashem 
runs the world, I would know that everything that happens is His will and if I did something 
wrong, perhaps it was His will that I did it in order that I fall to such a level that I’m woken from 
my slumber and aroused to come back to Him with more fervor and more zeal and more 
passion than if I just if I just kept cruising at the same level. 
 
It doesn’t mean I shouldn’t be ashamed of my actions.  I certainly should be, but shame is 
different than regret.  Ok, I may be opening more of a can of worms here than I meant to 
because delving into this concept could be an entire session in itself, about the delicate balance 
and the dance of free will, so to get back to the point, my work leading up to Rosh Hashanah 
was internalizing the truth that Hashem is the King of the world and everything that happens is 
His will.  Everything.  And it was that journey which consisted of both mitzvot and averot, acts 
of Godliness, as well as sins and shortcomings that have brought me to this place, to this 
mountaintop in Judea with my loving wife, Shayna and my delicious daughter, Dvash, living on 
the same mountain as my best friend, my Rebbe, Jeremy and his beautiful family.  And we’re 
fulfilling the words of the prophets on the Judean frontier.  It was the entire journey, every part 
of it that led me right to here.   
 
So as I’m thinking about this, Rosh Hashanah began.  And I had never in my life prayed on my 
own without a congregation on this holiday day, but if this is what’s happening, then this is 
God’s will.  So I kept reminding myself of that.  And this is the way things were supposed to be 
because God is King and He made them this way.  I kept on reminding myself of this.  And I had 
great plans for my personal prayer, I was prepared to make this new experience a lofty and 
special experience.  Praying in solitude in our House of Prayer at the apex of our highest and 
most majestic mountain in Judea.  If you have to be alone on Rosh Hashanah, that’s a place to 
be. 
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But things didn’t exactly happen that way.  Dvash wasn’t feeling well.  One thing after another 
stole my time and my attention and what was supposed to be five hours of prayer turned into 
an hour and a half.  And right as I was really getting into it, the kids began to arrive.  And I 
remembered that Shayna had told the families that at eleven a.m. right here on our balcony, I 
would be hosting “mango v’sipurim,” that is mango and stories where all the kids from the 
mountain would come together and I would tell them stories while they ate mango.  So, Shayna 
thought it would be a meaningful thing to do.  So I agreed.  I just didn’t know that it would end 
up detracting so dramatically from my prayer.   
 
So I left our beautiful synagogue, feeling down and disappointed, to go to tell Rosh Hashanah 
stories to mango smeared faces of little children.  And then it hit me, that truly making Hashem 
King means declaring war on expectations with the same fervor that I declared war on regrets.  
And if this is what was happening now, then this is Hashem’s will, and this is the opportunity to 
connect with Him in the way that He wants, not the way that I want, not the way I was 
expecting, or the way that I thought He wants me to, but in the way that that He truly wants me 
to because this is what was happening right now. 
 
So, I arrived filled with this mission and purpose and told animated and impassioned stories to 
these wide-eyed, mango eating kids for well over an hour with every bit of strength that I had.  
And even the adults were captivated and silent, perhaps at the stories themselves, but more 
likely at the extreme degree of energy and drama I was putting into them.  And we heard a 
donkey in the distance.  I remember hearing him as well, and those stories on my balcony in 
Judea transformed from being a distraction from my prayer into my prayer itself.  And this 
carried over into the rest of the holiday.  I kept internalizing moment by moment in real time.  
That wherever I found myself, however far from my expectations, that Hashem is King and He 
orchestrates everything.   
 
So wherever we are right now, at this moment, whoever we’re with it’s where He wants us to 
be.  It’s with who He wants us to be.  Where we’re supposed to be and where we have the 
opportunity to come closest to Him.  And so as we go into Yom Kippur, I want to bless all of us 
to remember that Hashem is our King and however strange, unique and expected this Yom 
Kippur is, it’s perfect.  And to remember that Hashem is not only the King, but He’s also our 
Father and He loves us and He wants us to return and He wants to forgive us and He wants us 
to forgive each other.  Let us remember the lesson we learned from King David when he was 
approached by Nathan the prophet, Natan hanavi, after his sin with Bat Sheva and Uria the 
Hittite.   
 
And the prophet Nathan told them a story of a wealthy man with many sheep who took the 
single sheep of a poor man and asked him to declare judgment.  And King David said he’s guilty, 
he should die.  Then the prophet Nathan admonishing him, said you are that man.  Without 
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realizing it, King David was actually passing judgment on himself and the same is true with us.  
As we judge others, we’re really judging ourselves.  So I bless us to judge each other favorably, 
to judge ourselves favorably and that Hashem should judge us all with the compassion of a 
loving father who wants nothing more than a loving relationship with his children.   
 
May we all be sealed in the book of life, health, happiness, and redemption for all of mankind.  
Back to you, Jeremy. 
 
Jeremy 
Thank you, Ari.  It’s just like such a special day and just so amazing that we get to be going 
through this together here in the mountains of Judea in our new House of Prayer that has 
windows now.   It’s just amazing.  And so you know, Yom Kippur is the day of atonement.  Ok, 
you know we’ve all made mistakes and we’ve all fallen on our face.  It’s just like floundering 
sometimes, grasping in the dark.  And on Yom Kippur, we just have to look up and see that 
God’s Hand is right there, waiting for us, just to hold on to as He lifts us up, picks us up, dusts us 
off, hugs us and gives us encouragement to keep on looking up.   
 
And it’s like a time when we can really think, you know, why did God create this lowly world?  
What was the purpose?  It’s like He could have stayed in heaven, hanging out with angels in a 
spiritual reality where there’s no hardships, there’s no struggle, there’s no evil, there’s no 
challenge.  Just like, what?  Why this lowly world here with rocks and dirt and dust and like all 
that comes with this lowly place?  And one of the prophetic answers that was passed down is 
that God wanted to dwell here in the lower worlds.  And what does that mean?  I think, you 
know, because like what do we know about God and what He wants and what He thinks?  But 
what I think that means is that the greatness of being human can only be expressed in this 
lowly world, it can only be expressed in a place where there is evil, where there’s tragedy and 
danger.  Human beings are the image of God and we can come out triumphant.  They can live, 
we can live amidst the challenge.  We can live with nobility and strength and character and 
courage and virtue to persevere, to fall and rise up again, to fully express love, to be a giver, to 
be a hero, to be a gibor.   
 
The danger and evil that lurks is what creates the ability for us to rise up as heroes.  If you 
couldn’t be hurt or damaged or defeated, there’s just no moral courage there.  And it’s like we 
allow God through us, be empowered through us to be the best we can be.  That could not 
have been in any other world.  It’s like the unbearable catastrophe of evil in this world and the 
suffering in this world, it’s only bearable and can only be justified by our experience and it’s like 
how do we face the struggles of this world?  It’s by living our calling, living true to that calling to 
not only fix our ark, but to be someone who can fix other people’s arks.  To be someone who 
can transform themselves into being someone else that can fix this world, to heal the sick, to 
give a hand to those who need it.  
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Each of us are created by God with a purpose that we can discover living in alignment with that 
purpose, living in alignment with that calling is when we are truly alive.  It’s when God is fully 
expressed in this lowly world, in a world sick with a virus, in a world still suffering with war and 
the evil of man in a time when people question if this world has any meaning at all, bringing 
love, hope, and healing to those suffering is intrinsically meaningful.  It is living on purpose, it’s 
living in relationship, it’s like being called to heal this world is the call of Avraham.  That’s still 
raining out today.  That is the blessing to all nations. 
 
And it’s like the foundations of living in relationship.  It’s taught to us by Abraham.  It’s amazing 
that this new peace accord is called the Abraham Accord.  That is so ingenious.  God bless the 
person who thought of that name.  The Oslo Accord was the last peace agreement.  It was like 
some European country is going to dictate the terms of Israel.  It’s like the Abraham Accord, 
who wouldn’t want to be a part of the Abraham Accord?  There’s like fomo in the Arab world, 
they all want to be a part of Abraham’s Accord, who wouldn’t want to be a part of the Abraham 
Accord?  And how amazing, the fulfillment of Biblical prophecy that through Abraham, until 
today, he’s the one bringing peace, he’s the one blessing us through all the nations.   
 
And most people think that Abraham was chosen by God.  That’s not what Scripture says.  It 
says that God said to Abraham, go to yourself and Abraham just listened.  The midrash tells us 
that Abraham wasn’t alone.  God was speaking to everyone.  And Abraham in his time, he was 
just listening.  But the midrash said that God was speaking to everyone in Abraham’s time.   
 
Here’s the key to that midrash.  Somehow, he was the only one listening then, but in essence, 
nothing has changed.  Reality hasn’t changed.  God hasn’t changed.  God continues to speak.  
The midrash is teaching us that He continues speaking to every single person all the time, 
calling them to themselves, calling them to their destiny, calling them to their own calling.  
Who’s listening here?  It’s like on a journey to yourself, on your journey to the Land of Israel, 
you might fall.  You might end up engulfed in chaos in the bottom of an ocean.  But stay the 
course.  Abraham went through so many challenges, but all of those downs were springboards 
to lift you higher.  He came into a famine, got down to Egypt, Sarah was taken away, but 
somehow, he emerged from Egypt, from gold and silver and livestock.  That’s a blueprint for us.  
We’re going to hear our calling and even on the way, there may be times that we fall.  But Yom 
Kippur is the time that we can really, really tap into (big sigh).  The righteous man falls seven 
times, but he rises up again.  That’s what Yom Kippur is all about.  To get ourselves out of the 
way in order that we can hear the calling in our life, to hear and feel the desire that we want to 
do good, that we want to bless this world.  And through our blessing the world, the blessing 
comes to us.  When we help another person, it is inherently blessing ourselves.  Bringing the 
light just shares more light.   
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If I take one candle and I share it with my friend, the whole room now has more light.  It’s more 
light for me, it’s more light for my friend, that is the fire of Yom Kippur.  It is the light that we 
brought into the incense.  That’s what that’s all about.   
 
And so, I want to bless everyone in this fellowship.  That this Yom Kippur, you feel the desire 
that we hear the calling to live our best life.  And may the love and desire well up inside you.  
May your higher calling call you to heal the world, to build His Kingdom, to make the world a 
better place.  May that calling echo throughout your year in the chambers of your heart and 
give you strength.  That every time we fall, we rise up again.  And so in the name of all of Israel, 
I bless you with a meaningful fast, a beautiful new year and I will see you very soon, live from 
our sukkah this Sukkot.  Hashem should bless every single family. 
 
Aaronic blessing 
 
Shalom 
 
 


